BREED COLUMNS

Using Technology to Our
Advantage

Th.-: technology explosion of the last several years has

allected all of us in many different ways—some
vonderful, and some not so great. There is a wealth of
information owt there that is available in seconds,
Ascertaining the validity of thal information can be
somewhat disconcenting, however, Il vou are cazeful and
discerning in your rescarch, you can find the answvers e
yaur questions, bt il still takes time and research, The
great thing is that you have what amounts (o an anlimited
library at vour fingeetips and the ability for dnstant written
cammunication with athers,

Club sweb sbies have beeoanse a wondeefisl resnuree allow.
ing pet owners to beamn about the breeds they love and
become Invelved o the aport .-.rd.—.g.. The Chibushua
Club of Anserica & making every effart to make its web
B3l u-irr-f'rh-mlJ:, and I1rl|.r|'u| 1 thie movice apd |1-mﬁ::|.-
ssomal alike. Information about healih, Iuining. e beer:
ship, and breeders are just a few of the areas that owr web
site addresses. The web committee and webmasters have
recently revamped the site and made many improvements.

Education is one of the prime abjectives of any breed
club, and the CCA is no exception. We have many knowl-
:-dg-:'lbh.- and talented 'p-t'u].a-h.' in the clob, and we are mak-
ing every effort o utilize them. In order to do this, the
club’s board has instimied several changes aimed at reach:
ing el b0 our membership and invelving them in the
decision-making process and business of the lakb,

Thewe changes include indtiating o “listener line® for our
board-mesting conference calls and posting the agensdas
for these medings twe weeks beforehand. Our confesense-
call pecords are Indicating thai 15 to 20 percent of the
enemberihip is Hstenbng im This is a far greater percontage
thamn that of members ;Ilm:‘lmgl:-m.-rd mu,-ﬁ:lng ot the
s.prinp; and fall shows, swhere there ane so many ather
rh:ln_gs going on.

Also, owr four regional vice pTﬂiﬂr.'nL: are often tosked
with polling the members they represent and asking for
their input. Communication s carried out by email con-
cerning questions and issues that affect members.

Another innovation is the committes liaison program,
in which each board member is assigned a group of club
cammittees o communicale with and then 1o help bring
theeir issnes o the board. In this manner, the committes
chiair has a direct link to the board, and the board is
updated on committes activities on a regalar basis,

. Dy improving communication internally and externally,
2w are able ta reach a largee andience, and we can take

7 mare pesponsibility lor getting accurabe and reliable infor-
L pnatbon o that audience,

Oar hopee is that the public will see that supporting the
dog wport and the AKC is the best way of protecting the
hreeds that they love, Beeping high visibility and provid-
ing reliable information and education are the best ways
o convey this message, and the echnolegy boom has
helped 1o make this all a liele easier.

Amy probldems that clals have encountered dise 1o the
availability of instamt communication have been more in the
area of civil discourse between incdividualy, These ase isues
that can only ke resalved by individuals king personal
respomaibility and wetiing positive examples for others 1o fol-
leaw. Chubs leadership st take the leaed i thas regard,

A n.dn-; el we must wse 1r-|:l1nn|!-ng1l.' by ST n.rlvanh_g,t.
H:, c-lnl'm.nrmg Enth inviermal and exiernal communicatian,
the CCA is pitempting to pocomplish that geal.

Flease visht our web site at ddmﬁmﬁhﬁmﬂiﬂm.
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